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BTS.L HILDEBRAITD. 

Though young in years and experience, yet hav- 
ing critically observed the doings ol oar denomi- 
nation from its reorganization, I beg your indulg- 
ence while expressing my sincere oouviotione con- 
cerning vital issues. 

Ah I understand it, we are an outgrowth of 
powers that were used to gratify perM>na! interests. 
Instead of exercising a forgiving and forbearing 
spirit, as did our Divine teacher, the role became 
despotic and the iron- hand s waved. Then as has 
been the case in all ages, the oppressed rebelled 
and it resulted in the reorganization of the society 
known as the "Brethren." Although we regret 
that there was such a state of affairs, vet it may 
be God's way of advancing his cause, **He works 
in mysterious ways." As it is, we are two distinct 
societies ; but oor prayers ascend to the Father 
and our faith rests upon the same cross, so that we 
have God as our Creator, Christ as our leader and 
the Holy Spirit as oor guide. Thus are we co-la- 
borers in the army of the Lord, working for the 
good of humanity and the advancement ot the 
church of God. Perhaps the division was for the 
best, so let us forget the past and "press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ JeBus." The living present and how to 
improve it is the great question for consideration, 
we have a big work before us; there are strong- 
holds of sin- to overthrow j intemperance, and in- 
iquity are running riot over the land, and what are 
we going to do about it? "A very great ques- 
tion." In the first place let us see what kind of 
material we have to put in the field. This question 
every general asks himself before going into bat- 
tle. Well, we have a number of good commanders 
and a large following of zealous Christians, eager 
for the conflict, if only they have a place assigned 
thera and are ordered lo the front. ,L You know" 
people are always willing to work if they are told 
just what to do, but there are many of us, that 
spend much useful time in trying to find some- 
thing feasible and in the end attack a Hon when a 
mouse could keep us at bay. But such has always 
been the case, and it we will fight lions let us be 
sure and climb a very tall tree before shooting, 
(advice gratis.) 

My brother, Christ in hiB word has enjoined his 
followers to labor in his vineyard, while some of as 
are only able lo trim and tend the vines, yet there 
are others capable of overseeing the laborers and 
all are expected to work to the best of their ability. 
There are two kinds of generals necessary to carry 
on a successful campaign, the one is the. planner 
who arranges the attacks and the other put* the 
plan into execution. It looks to me thai our 
, ministers are mostly fighting men, who have been 
accustomed to lead dashing raids When there is 
an attack to be made on schism and heresies, they 
know just where to attack and the exact range to 
give their guns so as to do the most execution. 
But it Beems to me, that In a long siege there is 
not enough energy used, perhaps T sin mistaken, 
hope so, 


world if they woujd hear the '*well done thou good 
mid faithful nervanl'* when tiny come to judgment. 
The ev il occurring fro m* our j ngggptjiyste m is tha t 
Che wealthy cong?egaTionTarejBnpplir J 


with min- 
ister s while the poorer^ ojej^reTnint and thus have 
ijfft '>f gfiprl p"-»"h»-' »» »hf" *- <Jhiist ipjoined 
his followers 
is Gwpe 


r> into all the world" and preach 
t he two clas'tea the poor Bhould 


be the first visited, because the rich hav€ __wealth 
aTtheir^dlHp oHaTso^that th ey_ can go an d hear the 
"Gospel pr^nhe d^ while the poor cannot. On the 
p art of thtTwcttlthy congrega tions, would it not be 
about t he right thing for them to defray their min- 
i ster's expense while he goes and breaks the bread 
of lifo_tg_ thom that cannot afford _to support a pas- 
tor! iT looks riarht. sjeemB_jiaht, and must be 


I wish 


right ; so wh~r~not do it. I have met Ch ristians 


thjUwg^lajnjrijen their pastor goeejw y to hold 


a revival. It seems to me that strong cong rega- 
lio ag ought to live with bnt little preachin g while 
on the other hand the weak ones need all the en- 
couragement that it nTpossible for the servants of 
Gttd — t o givti t fi ern, we are to ''bear one another's 
burdens" a re we doingl T? Let us beware ot^ mo- 
tnjjwlleft and especial ly a m onopolized minjjtry. 
For the past Ihreeyeam we"have "fought a good 
fight,"and without doubt a glorious future awaits 
us. There are a few things that need remedying, 
will not our master minds give them their atten- 
tion ? So that e'er many days we will have a per- 
manent system of mission work established with 
every possible means of doing good utilized. Thus 
to "go on to perfection" laboring all "to the honor 
and glory of God." 


Preaching, 


BY A. A. COBER. 

There is great display now a-days on metaphys- 
ical and philosophical preaching. Men strive to 
show their ability in rhetoric and psychology rather 
than to edify and benefit their hearers. Much of 
the preaching at the present day is ineffectual be- 
cause impracticable. It is unintelligible to the 
unednoated. They prepare their sermons as they 
prepare orations to be delivered before students 
and professors. If they had professors and seniors 
and sophomores to preach to it might be appreciat- 
ed ; but for the ordinary class ot people they soar 
too high or plow too deep. There is many a man 
who would preach better if he had only halt as 
much education. He would not be able to reach 
so high and would then be more likely to come 
within the grasp ol Ms hearers The object of an 
education w to -implily ; hot tt frequently mystifies 
more than it simplifies. I am it favor of educa- 
tion ru lt>n« Hf it acro'.ipli-h. - its design: but 
wht.a itl'ain* in tSis it i* woi"ae than none. The 
objoct ot an educate., i rend* more practical 
ai<d simple, and the higher i man ascendB the scale 
of foaming the n»ore practical he should become. 
Thf yv itest neod in preaching the Gos|)e) is the 
spirit 0£ *>od. Unlt-ia a in a.> is fall of the spirit 
and po^'cr ot God he taunof succeed. The king- 
dom ot God is a spiritual oiu and it needs spirit- 

If it were an intellectual 


Show Year Colors. 

To the youth in the fold* of the church 
this sentence to apply. 

There are too many that belong to the church 
today that act as though they were afraid for any 
one t» know it. They do not wish their wild, 
rattling companions to know where they stand, 
therefore they are timid and backward about that 
which they Bhould not be. 

How much better would it have been could we 
all have learned this lesson at the beginning. How 
many heart-aches could be saved it young converts 
would just step out boldly on the Lord's side. 
Learning not the scoffs and sneers that associates 
may throw at them. 

Be not only a hearer but a doer of the word ; 
become a bright and living example of true piety. 
And as you grow in days and grace, your example 
will lead others to Christ though you may not 
have talked to them in words concerning their 
soul- welfare. A true example will do more in 
convincing sinners than all the preaching men can 
utter from the pulpit. 

How easily the young are led astray trying to 
follow the foolish fashions ol the day. It makes 
my heart foci sad to see the way in which the 
Brethren church iB drifting. Oh, young sister 
you that adorn yourself in gold and costly array, 
that deform yourself with the other hideouB fash- 
ions of this day, read your Bible, read it carefully 
and see how plainly it prohibits some of the things 
our sisters are indulging in. Oh 1 Christian friends 
if tbs Bible is oor creed why not follow it. If we 
professing Christians would live as close to our 
jreed as we should, infidelism would soon sink out 
of existence, the moral man would no longer be to 
fight. Th» expressions, "I'm just as good as they 
are," and "If that's religion I don't want any," 
would be no longer heard nor known. 

Youug Christian you can win your associates, 
if you try. They will respect you more and love 
you better if you show them a Christian example, 
than if you do as they are. Let them laugh it 
they like, they cannot harm you ; may this be in 
your mind. Let others do as they may, but I will 
serve the Lord. Keep your colors flying rub them 
op till the brightness dims their eye. and drives 
them from you convinced that there is something 
in religion. Don't give up though friends may 
forsake you, you may be fatherless and homeless, 
yet you have a Friend and Father they know not 
of. And oh ! what a home tor the homeless be 
yond the rumbling river. When the sun has gone 
down and you are carried home t» those many 
mansions, what joy unspeakable will fill the heart, 
to find a home and be at rest, to walk those gold 
paved streets and look upon those glitteriii" towers, 
there to dwell forever and forever. 

Could only half the glory be realized how mucti 
easier to bear our trials and temptations. What 
Bhould we care for friends or home in this lite 
knowing there is such a home prepared tor all 
those who obey the Savior's voice. 

MAHY A- >NT1>KR. 


ual force to build it it| 

Another thought la that tt* perpetuity of qui kingdom then intellectual force alone would bo 
cause depends in a meas...e npon nystem and ay. - 1 auffiowiu. rf it wer, a physical kingdom then 
tern will give us united effort, so that the aooner I pbyainal and intellectual fcroe would be adequate, 
our work is syetemized the better, Not that -the ■ But sin. e >t is a spiritual kingdom .t needs phys- 
itinerant system is fusible, but some means mUBtjicai. fotejlfcotual, and w.Lual forces to propogate 
be adopted for spreading the Gospil. 
would be Progressive, we muat keep bi. : i 
great work ol doing good to our" fellow men. 

The old chariot has been dragged out i 
valley up the incline, till almoin *t the top. 
is the Hupreme moment- when comes trcs final 
and to land safely requires a united eitort 
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Let me uige that «u : strive to be more spiritual 

and practical in our pleaching. We liye in an age 

i the jo?" M - vity. Men a^e engaged and do not take 

Now time M dig tp all the logical proposition and class- 

pntt icei affusions, or tc eiftmine the rhetorical flowers. 

The Thisy want something that can be taken "on the 


minister must keep the wheels ont of -the ruts »ud 
see that all do their duty while the members *heukl 
encourage and assist the cause with prayere, 
strength and money bo as to give impetus to the" 
motion. 

Again, most of us havo been brought up under 
old ideas, a supported ministry is a new thing and 
1 believe that the "laborer is worthy of his hire." 
But to settle down with a lueritive salary and then 
"me and my wife, my son John and his wife. 


w.thout the assistance of vocabulary or 
commentary, something that will satisfy the appe- 
tite and quench the thirst of a hungry soul. This 
is in harmony wilM the prophecy of Isaiah when 
speaking of the Christian highway. It shall be so 
plain that ''way faring men, — men who have not 
n.i.-oh time tv low;,— -.hall not, err therein." Meta- 
physical Mcrm»?ia lack the spirit necessary to make 
semens effectual. It is said that tew ot Beeoher's 
metaphysical sermons are remembered while those 


Christianity's Influence. 

The religion of Jesus has not merely rectified 
particular abuses, removed special evils, exerted o 
benign and salutary influence on local institutions. 
It has been formed and introduced into the world 
a general Christian consciousness which ii practical- 
ly ubiquitous and commanding in Christendom ; to 
which institutions, tendencies, and persons are 
more distinctly amenable ; which judges all by an 
ideal standard, to which flattering ^necssions to 
wealth, or power, or genius, or culture are inherent- 
ly offensive.; which constitutes, a spiritual bond of 
union of most widely separ^. I states, and which 
affirms with sure exjWCtauoi i it b approaching supre- 
macy in the world.— Dr. Binkard & Storrs. 


tour and no more," is not quite the right thing to with deep acripluralpainting and apt illustrations 
do. Bat all must work without ceasing in this 1 went to the heart and were not soon forgotten. 


One thing, and only one. in shit world has etern- 
ity stamped upon it. Ireehngi pass; opinions 
change i but what you Have done IsKts— Robcet- 
sok. 

Simplicity and purity are the two wings by 
which a man is lifted up above all earthly thiugs. 
Simplicity is in the intention ; purity in the affec- 
tion. Simplicity tends to God ; purity apprehend* 
and tests him.— Thomas A. Kempis. 


